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19 students stay perfect for 12 years

Lack of absences earns dinner cruise

By Antoinette Konz
akonz@courier-journal.com 
Laura Kitchens discovered the importance of being in school every day early in her academic career.

The senior from Iroquois High School said she recalls times when her friends missed or skipped a day.

"It usually took them up to a week to make up the one day that they missed," she said. "It just didn't seem worth it to me."

The 18-year-old was one of 19 seniors from Jefferson County Public Schools honored this month for having 12 years of perfect attendance. The students and their families were treated to a dinner cruise aboard the Captain's Quarters Princess.

It wasn't easy to be recognized for the feat. If they had been tardy for even one minute during the past 12 years or if they had any excused absences, it would have counted against them.

Aside from Laura, the others honored for perfect attendance were:

Ronald Roth from Doss High School.

David Robinson from Seneca High School.

Kenneth Kirchner from Western High School.

Tion Montgomery from Waggener High School.

Percell Kendrick Jr. and Michael Meany from Butler Traditional High School.

Justin Fentress and Adrienne Murphy from Pleasure Ridge Park High School.

Jordan Brittle, Natasha Janes and Taryn Moran from Louisville Male High School.

Eric Burse, Sarah Carney, Ashley Ferry, Christian Morton, Rebecca Short, Justin Sullivan and Kristen Ray from duPont Manual High School.

Manual principal Larry Wooldridge said the seven seniors from his school are one of the largest groups from Manual to be honored for perfect attendance.

"We average about four or five each year, so this is definitely above average," he said.

Wooldridge said having perfect attendance for one year is hard enough.

"I don't know how many adults can say that they have had perfect attendance at work for even one year," he said. "And we are talking about 12 years here.

"I think that of all the awards that can be won, this is the one that the students and their parents should be the most proud of," Wooldridge said. "It's a representation of their commitment for more than half of their lives."

Laura, who will attend Georgetown College this fall, said it wasn't easy to always come to school each day.

"I have played competitive soccer for many years and there were always those tournaments on Fridays where I would have had to miss part of the day in order to play," she said. "Sometimes, I would have to miss that first game of the tournament.

"And then there were the days where I would wake up and I just didn't feel well and I didn't want to go to school," she said. "But I always got up and went. I always felt that I would get a lot more information at school than I would at home."
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Reporter Antoinette Konz can be reached at (502) 582-4232.

Jefferson County students honored for perfect attendance were, in line from right foreground to back left: Laura Kitchens, Sarah Carney, Eric Burse, Kristen Ray, Rebecca Short, Ashley Ferry, Taryn Moran, Natasha Janes, Tion Montgomery, Justin Sullivan, David Robinson, Kenneth Kirchner, Michael Meany, Ronald Roth and Justin Fentress. The three students standing in front of the others were, from left: Adrienne Murphy, Percell Kendrick and Jordan Brittle.
